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The Importance of the Arabian Gulf in Ancient History and the Development of International

Relations: The Kingdom of Gerrha as a Case Study

Abstract:

This study examines the significance of the Arabian Gulfin ancient history and its role in the formation
of networks of international relations, using the Kingdom of Gerrha as a case study to illustrate the
impact of geographical location, trade routes, and ports on enhancing communication between East
and West. The study aims to demonstrate the strategic and economic importance of the Arabian Gulf,
explore its role in stimulating trade and cultural exchange, and analyze how the Kingdom of Gerrha
benefited from its location in eastern Arabia to establish a broad network of political and commercial
relations with India, Mesopotamia, and southern Arabia, as well as with the Seleucids, Ptolemies,
Nabataeans, Palmyra, Parthians, and Romans. The study primarily adopts the historical-analytical
method, while also drawing on descriptive and comparative approaches to examine geographical data,
analyze accounts found in classical sources, and compare the nature of Gerrha’s relations with various
regional and international powers. The findings indicate that the Arabian Gulf was not merely a
maritime passage for trade, but rather a strategic sphere of economic, political, and cultural interaction,
and that control over its routes and ports contributed significantly to strengthening the position of the
powers located along its shores. The study also concludes that Gerrha successfully utilized its
geographical position, commercial wealth, and flexible diplomacy to establish balanced relations with
regional and international powers, thereby contributing to its prosperity and continuity for several
centuries. The study recommends expanding research on the ancient history of the Arabian Gulf by
integrating literary sources with archaeological evidence, inscriptions, and coinage, as well as
conducting comparative studies of kingdoms and commercial centers in eastern Arabia in order to

reassess the region’s role within the international and economic networks of the ancient world.
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